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In an Aug. 4 address to the nation, President Patricio Aylwin announced new proposals to resolve a
series of human rights cases in which military personnel are implicated. The proposals, collectively
referred to as the "Aylwin Doctrine," represent the culmination of over two months of intense
discussions among the President, the military high command, human rights leaders, Catholic
Church officials, and relatives of those disappeared during the dictatorship of Gen. Augusto
Pinochet. Aylwin and Pinochet held several face-to-face meetings as part of the process. The
Aylwin Doctrine represents the most recent practical application of the President's policy of
national reconciliation. That policy has been an essential element of the Aylwin administration's
efforts to steer the country through a difficult transition from military to civilian rule. The Aylwin
government is the first civilian administration to take office since the end of Pinochet's 17-year
military dictatorship (1973-1990). In announcing his proposals, Aylwin acknowledged the risks
inherent in attempting to appease both sides in the struggle over human rights cases. He cautioned
that many individuals military personnel and civilians alike will probably be dissatisfied with
the proposals, adding that the full truth may never be known in some of the cases of forced
disappearances which occurred during Pinochet's regime. The Aylwin Doctrine, which outlines
new legislation already introduced to congress, includes the following points: * Special judges
will be appointed to expedite the processing of over 200 human rights abuse cases including
torture and forced disappearances in which military personnel were involved. * In cases where
the 1978 military-imposed amnesty law is likely to be applied (i.e. those which involve crimes
committed between 1973 and April, 1978), the trial proceedings will be conducted in private and
under increased security. According to the proposals, the secret trials would avoid "insulting
treatment" of the military by the press and the public, while increasing the likelihood that witnesses
and defendants would cooperate with judicial authorities. * In each case, provisions of the amnesty
law will not be applied until the judicial investigation is complete, events surrounding the case
have been clarified, and, where possible, bodies of the disappeared have been found. * No new
amnesty law can be implemented to cover crimes committed since April 1978. * No deadline
will be imposed for completion of all pending cases. The Aylwin administration's decision to
enter direct talks with the military leadership was provoked by an incident on May 28, while the
President was out of the country. On that day the Army high command, led by Gen. Pinochet,
held a meeting at the armed forces headquarters in downtown Santiago. The premises, located
across the street from the presidential palace, were surrounded by troops from an elite black beret
Army squad, dressed in full battle gear and armed with anti-tank weapons and assault rifles.
At the same time, the Army placed all troops in Santiago on top alert. The Army's show of force
caused alarm among the population and angered civilian government officials. The show of force
was a powerful signal of discontent within the military over a series of recent incidents in which
the Aylwin administration had attempted to exert civilian control over the armed forces. Chief
among these were Aylwin's insistence on reinstating executive control over military promotions
and dismissals, and on scrapping a provision which prevents the removal of current top-level
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military leaders, including Pinochet, until 1998. Discontent in the military has also been fueled by
the prominent press coverage of human rights trials involving members of the military. The Army
high command was particularly angered at the slowness with which the civilian court system has
handled the cases. The Army has insisted on transferring the cases to military courts, where the
amnesty law would be applied immediately. Several other cases involving charges against military
personnel have been defined by the Army as part of a deliberate "provocation." The most recent,
and perhaps most sensitive, was the reopening of a 1989 case involving corruption charges against
Augusto Pinochet Hiriart, son of Gen. Pinochet. The younger Pinochet is accused of having grossly
inflated the price of a munitions factory which he sold to the Army. Some have said that since he
was aware of the transaction, Gen. Pinochet should resign. Meanwhile, as expected, Aylwin's Aug. 4
speech and the proposals for dealing with the human rights trials elicited a wide range of responses.
Many human rights leaders expressed concern over the lack of an impartial judiciary in Chile and
over the likelihood that many of the pending cases will be turned over to the military courts, where
it is unlikely that in-depth investigations would be carried out. The Supreme Court has come under
harsh criticism in recent months for sending a number of important human rights abuse cases
to the military courts. Others expressed concern over the proposal to hold trials behind closed
doors. Socialist Party deputy Jose Antonio Viera-Gallo expressed surprise at the legislation. He said
that since the amnesty exonerates the defendants from legal sanction, "what we are really after in
these cases is the truth. But if the trials are conducted in secret, then the truth will not be known.
This is not acceptable." Relatives of the disappeared and Communist Party militants expressed
their disapproval of the proposed measures in protests held in front of the presidential palace on
Aug. 3-4. The demonstrations turned violent on the second day when police attempted to disperse
participants. Two women were injured and 24 people were arrested. Meanwhile, Aylwin's Justice
Minister, Francisco Cumplido, defended the proposed legislation and rejected criticisms by human
rights groups: "I don't share their opinion," said Cumplido. "At this point, after three years of efforts
in which we have taken advantage of all the means available to us, we all know how little we've
gotten. This legislation gives us a new opportunity to get the information that is needed." [Sources:
New York Times, 07/08/93, 07/20/93; Deutsche Press Agentur, 07/23/93; Inter Press Service, 07/08/93,
08/03/93; Notimex, 07/11/93, 07/19/93, 07/25/93, 08/03/93; Associated Press, 08/04/93; Agence FrancePresse, 06/23/93, 07/04/93, 07/07-09/93, 07/12/93, 07/13/93, 07/20-23/93, 07/26/93, 08/02-04/93; Spanish
news service EFE, 06/22/93, 06/27/93, 07/03-06/93, 07/13/93, 07/22/93, 07/26/93, 08/02-04/93; La Epoca
(Chile), 06/24-26/93, 07/08/93, 07/14/93, 07/21-23/93, 08/01/93, 08/03/93, 08/04/93; El Mercurio (Chile)
06/21/93, 06/22/93, 06/24-26/93, 06/29/93, 07/03/93, 07/07/93, 07/08/93, 07/14/93, 07/21-23/93, 08/01/93,
08/03-05/93; La Nacion (Chile), 06/21/93, 06/22/93, 06/26/93, 06/29/93, 07/03/93, 07/07/93, 07/11/93,
08/05/93]
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